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To: 
 
The Chair and Members of the Corporate 
Infrastructure and Regulatory Services 
Scrutiny Committee 
 

 
County Hall 
Topsham Road 
Exeter 
Devon  
EX2 4QD 
 

 

Date:  17 January 2024 Contact:  Fiona Rutley 
Email:  fiona.rutley@devon.gov.uk 

 
CORPORATE INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGULATORY SERVICES SCRUTINY 

COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, 25th January, 2024 
 
A meeting of the Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Services Scrutiny Committee 
is to be held on the above date at 2.15 pm at Committee Suite - County Hall to consider 
the following matters. 
 
 Donna Manson  
 Chief Executive 
 

A G E N D A 
 
  
 PART I - OPEN COMMITTEE 

  
1 Apologies  
  
2 Minutes  
 Minutes of the meeting held on 16 November 2023 (previously circulated). 

  
  

3 Items Requiring Urgent Attention  
 Items which in the opinion of the Chair should be considered at the meeting as 

matters of urgency. 
  

4 Public Participation  
 Members of the public may make representations/presentations on any 

substantive matter listed in the published agenda for this meeting, as set out 
hereunder, relating to a specific matter or an examination of services or facilities 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/democracy


provided or to be provided. 
  

5 Scrutiny Work Programme  
 In accordance with previous practice, Scrutiny Committees are requested to 

review the list of forthcoming business and determine which items are to be 
included in the Work Programme. 
  
The Committee may also wish to review the content of the Cabinet Forward Plan 
and the Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Services Risk Register to see if 
there are any specific items therein it might wish to explore further.  
  
  

 MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION OR REVIEW 
  

6 Call In of Cabinet Member Decision - Community Safety Funding agreement 
between DCC and HM Prison and Probation Service (Pages 1 - 14) 

 In accordance with the Scrutiny Procedure Rules, the Chair of the Corporate, 
Infrastructure and Regulatory Services Committee (Councillor Dewhirst) has 
invoked the call-in procedure in relation to the decision of the Cabinet Member for 
Integrated Adult Social Care in relation to the decision not to renew or extend the 
Community Safety Funding agreement between Devon County Council and HM 
Prison and Probation Service when it expires on 31st March 2024. 
  
The grounds for this call-in are below and this has been discussed with the 
Monitoring Officer, as required by the Scrutiny Procedure Rules.  
  

“The reason is that this facility is used by the charity Circles South West 
providing outstanding support for discharged prisoners and there is a risk 
that a decision by Devon County Council, to not extend or renew the 
Funding Agreement, could contribute to a decision by the Ministry of 
Justice to close the provision.  This could have negative impacts for the 
people affected as they face substantial barriers to obtaining settled 
accommodation. The people affected may be recalled to prison, moved to 
approved premises outside of the Devon County Council geographical 
boundary.” 

  
If the Scrutiny Committee decide to not make any recommendations to Cabinet, 
then the Cabinet Members decision can be implemented immediately. If the 
Committee ask Cabinet to reconsider the decision or recommend another course 
of action, then this will be considered at the Cabinet meeting on 9 February 2024. 
  
The Cabinet Member decision is held in abeyance until the call-in procedure has 
been concluded. 
  
The three accompanying documents (i.e. Record of Decision, Proposal letter and 
Impact Assessment) are attached for Members and available at 
Decision - Approval not to extend or renew the Community Safety Funding 
Agreement - Democracy in Devon 
  

https://www.devon.gov.uk/democracy/committee-meetings/scrutiny-committees/scrutiny-work-programme/
http://democracy.devon.gov.uk/mgPlansHome.aspx?bcr=1
https://www.devon.gov.uk/democracy/councillors-nav/information-for-members/briefings-for-members/risk-registers/
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=1395
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=1395


  
7 Treasury Management and Investment Strategy 2024/25 (Pages 15 - 38) 
 Report of the Director of Finance and Public Value (DFP/24/06), attached.  

  
8 Future Finance Project - Update on Progress and Recommendations - SOG 

Report (Pages 39 - 44) 
 Report of the Standing Overview Group, 29 November 2023, attached. 

  
9 Plymouth and South Devon Freeport Update (Pages 45 - 52) 
 Report of the Head of Economy, Enterprise and Skills (EES/24/1), attached.  

  
10 Election of a Scrutiny Domestic Sexual Violence and Abuse (DSVA) Champion  
 The Cabinet Member for Public Health, Communities and Equality has requested 

nominations for a Member Champion on each of the three Scrutiny Committees in 
order to support him to better understand the Council's responses from across its 
services. 
  

 STANDING ITEMS 
  

 MATTERS FOR INFORMATION 
  

11 Items Previously Circulated  
 Below is a list of information previously circulated (date in brackets) to Members 

since the last meeting, relating to topical developments which have been or are 
currently being considered by this Scrutiny Committee: 
  
-Committee Risk Register (12 January 2024);   
  
-Cabinet minute extracts to note, following Scrutiny references to Cabinet:-  
  
Cabinet minute 436(a): 
RESOLVED (a) that the Corporate, Infrastructure and Regulatory Services 
Scrutiny Committee be thanked for their consideration of the proposals for 
Community Self-Delivery of Highway Improvements; 
  
Cabinet minute 442: 
RESOLVED that the Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Services Scrutiny 
Committee be thanked for their review of the Mid-Year Stewardship Report for the 
2023/24 financial year and it be further endorsed and welcomed; 
  
Cabinet min 456:  
RESOLVED (a) that the adoption of the Devon Electric Vehicle Charging Strategy, 
provided in Appendix I of the Report, be approved; and (b) that the Director of 
Climate Change, Environment and Transport be given delegated authority, in 
consultation with the Cabinet Member for Highway Management and the Cabinet 
Member for Climate Change, Environment and Transport to make minor 
amendments to the Strategy. 
  



  
  
  

 
 PART II - ITEMS WHICH MAY BE TAKEN IN THE ABSENCE OF PRESS AND 

PUBLIC ON THE GROUNDS THAT EXEMPT INFORMATION MAY BE 
DISCLOSED 
 

 Nil 
 
 
Members are reminded that Part II Reports contain exempt information and should 
therefore be treated accordingly.  They should not be disclosed or passed on to any 
other person(s). They need to be disposed of carefully and should be returned to the 
Democratic Services Officer at the conclusion of the meeting for disposal. 
 



MEETINGS INFORMATION AND NOTES FOR VISITORS 
 
Getting to County Hall and Notes for Visitors   
For SatNav purposes, the postcode for County Hall is EX2 4QD 
 
Further information about how to get to County Hall gives information on visitor 
parking at County Hall and bus routes. 
 
Exeter has an excellent network of dedicated cycle routes. For further information 
see the Travel Devon webpages.  
 
The nearest mainline railway stations are Exeter Central (5 minutes from the High 
Street), St David’s and St Thomas. All have regular bus services to the High Street.  
 
Visitors to County Hall are asked to report to Main Reception on arrival. If visitors 
have any specific requirements, please contact reception on 01392 382504 
beforehand.  
 
Membership of a Committee  
For full details of the Membership of a Committee, please visit the Committee page 
on the website and click on the name of the Committee you wish to see.  
 
Committee Terms of Reference  
For the terms of reference for any Committee, please visit the Committee page on 
the website and click on the name of the Committee. Under purpose of Committee, 
the terms of reference will be listed. Terms of reference for all Committees are also 
detailed within Section 3b of the Council’s Constitution.  
 
Access to Information 
Any person wishing to inspect any minutes, reports or background papers relating to 
an item on the agenda should contact the Clerk of the Meeting. To find this, visit the 
Committee page on the website and find the Committee. Under contact information 
(at the bottom of the page) the Clerk’s name and contact details will be present. All 
agenda, reports and minutes of any Committee are published on the Website  
 
Public Participation 
The Council operates a Public Participation Scheme where members of the public 
can interact with various Committee meetings in a number of ways. For full details of 
whether or how you can participate in a meeting, please look at the Public 
Participation Scheme or contact the Clerk for the meeting. 
 
In relation to Highways and Traffic Orders Committees, any member of the District 
Council or a Town or Parish Councillor for the area covered by the HATOC who is 
not a member of the Committee, may attend and speak to any item on the Agenda 
with the consent of the Committee, having given 24 hours’ notice. 
 
Webcasting, Recording or Reporting of Meetings and Proceedings 
The proceedings of any meeting may be recorded and / or broadcasted live, apart 
from any confidential items which may need to be considered in the absence of the 
press and public. For more information go to our webcasting pages  

https://new.devon.gov.uk/help/visiting-county-hall/
https://www.traveldevon.info/cycle/
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=416&MId=2487&Ver=4&info=1
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
https://www.devon.gov.uk/democracy/guide/public-participation-at-committee-meetings/part-1-can-i-attend-a-meeting/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/democracy/guide/public-participation-at-committee-meetings/part-1-can-i-attend-a-meeting/
https://devoncc.public-i.tv/core/portal/home


Anyone wishing to film part or all of the proceedings may do so unless the press and 
public are excluded for that part of the meeting or there is good reason not to do so, 
as directed by the Chair.  Filming must be done as unobtrusively as possible without 
additional lighting; focusing only on those actively participating in the meeting and 
having regard to the wishes of others present who may not wish to be filmed. 
Anyone wishing to film proceedings is asked to advise the Chair or the Democratic 
Services Officer in attendance.  
 
Members of the public may also use social media to report on proceedings.  
 
Declarations of Interest for Members of the Council  
It is to be noted that Members of the Council must declare any interest they may 
have in any item to be considered at this meeting, prior to any discussion taking 
place on that item. 
 
WiFI 
An open, publicly available Wi-Fi network (i.e. DCC) is normally available for 
meetings held in the Committee Suite at County Hall. 
 
Fire  
In the event of the fire alarm sounding, leave the building immediately by the nearest 
available exit following the fire exit signs.  If doors fail to unlock press the Green 
break glass next to the door. Do not stop to collect personal belongings; do not use 
the lifts; and do not re-enter the building until told to do so. Assemble either on the 
cobbled car parking area adjacent to the administrative buildings or in the car park 
behind Bellair. 
 
First Aid 
Contact Main Reception (Extension 2504) for a trained first aider.  
 
Mobile Phones 
Please switch off all mobile phones before entering the Committee Room or Council 
Chamber 
 
Alternative Formats 
If anyone needs a copy of an Agenda and/or a Report in 
another format (e.g. large print, audio tape, Braille or other 
languages), please contact the Customer Service Centre on 
0345 155 1015 or email: committee@devon.gov.uk or write to 
the Democratic and Scrutiny Secretariat in G31, County Hall, 
Exeter, EX2 4QD. 
Induction Loop available  

 

mailto:committee@devon.gov.uk
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